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WYoMInG
ranK 39, score 5/33

WiDe rooM for legislative boost to static sector
Wyoming has established a charter school sector despite a particularly weak law. Current policy essentially serves as a “shell” 
law—a placeholder, ready for additions and improvements to ensure stable, quality, and legally autonomous schools as well as a 
viable alternative authorizer. 

Noteworthy in 2016 
Score Increase: +2

•	 Who Authorizes (+2). Wyoming was incorrectly scored in 2015. The state allows LEA decisions to be appealed to the 
State Board of Education, but the LEA remains the authorizer. As such, it should have received a score of 2 in 2015.  

nacsa RecoMMenDs

•	 Create legally autonomous schools. Policy should ensure that schools have a legally autonomous governing board 
and autonomy in crucial areas of school operations.1

•	 Empower school districts and a statewide alternative authorizer to directly approve charter schools. If an 
alternative authorizer is not viable, the state should, at a minimum, empower the State Board of Education to serve 
as an authorizer on appeal.

•	 Endorse professional standards for charter school authorizing.
•	 Create a strong renewal standard that directly links school academic performance to renewal.
•	 Require performance frameworks for all charter schools.

STATE WITH FEW CHARTERS (0-24)
4 CHARTER SCHOOLS
BELOW AVERAGE % OF PUBLIC SCHOOL ENROLLMENT (0-4%)

YEAR LAW ESTABLISHED: 1995

DISTRICT AUTHORIZING STATE
2 AUTHORIZERS
100% OF SCHOOLS AUTHORIZED BY LEAS

5

0 33

 SCORE: 5/33 
RANK: 39

(TIED WITH OR)

YeaRlY coMPaRIson

1. Who Authorizes 
(6 points) 

2. Standards
(3 points)

3. Evaluations 
(3 points)

4. Sanctions
(3 points)

5. Reports
(3 points)

6. PMR
(3 points)

7. Renewals
(6 points)

8. Default Closure
(6 points)

Total
(33 points)

2016 2 0 0 0 2 1 0 0 5/33

2015 0 0 0 0 2 1 0 0 3/33
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tHe scoRe

policy points Details & context

authorizer quality

Who Authorizes 2/6 LEAs; SEA considers appeals. State law allows the State Board of Education 
to hear appeals, but the original LEA serves as the authorizer if its decision is 
reversed on appeal.

Authorizer Standards 0/3 State law does not adopt, provide, or endorse quality standards for 
authorizers.

Authorizer Evaluations 0/3 State law does not require or provide for the evaluation of authorizers based 
on standards for quality authorizing.

Authorizer Sanctions 0/3 State law does not provide for authorizer sanctions that restrict the granting 
of new charters by the authorizer, remove schools from the authorizer’s 
portfolio, or remove authorizing authority.

school accountability

Reports on Performance 2/3 By law, each school district must report annually to the State Board of 
Education on its charter school’s program and performance, but districts are 
not required to provide a comprehensive report on their portfolios.2

Performance Management 
and Replication

1/3 State law requires a charter contract but not performance frameworks. 
The law does not explicitly encourage or address replication of successful 
schools.

Renewal Standard 0/6 State law allows “reasonable progress” to be sufficient for a charter to be 
renewed.

Default Closure 0/6 State law does not provide for default closure for failure to meet minimum 
academic standards.

total points: 5/33, ranK 39 (tieD With or) 

 1  Wyoming law is silent on the legal autonomy of charter school governing boards. State rules operate under the assumption that charter schools have 
a separate not-for-profit governing board, but the law does not specify that the school must have one. This lack of clarity on proper governing structure 
impedes quality charter growth in Wyoming.

 2  In practice, because portfolios are so small, a report on a single school can effectively constitute a report on the authorizer’s portfolio. However, there is 
nothing in statute that would require the authorizer to report on its schools collectively.


